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In This Issue-
One of the pleasures of editing the Grand Valley Review involves talking 
with authors and working with my colleagues in a different sort of 
way. The Review itself, like any composition, grows in its own creative 
fashion as it comes together to make something new. David Alvarez, 
my friend and colleague in the English department, spoke with me early 
in the fall about publishing selected essays from the Conference on the 
Americas hosted by the Latin American Studies program. Those discus-
sions eventually yielded the contents you see at the right. This annual 
conference produces a wonderful mixture of theory and practice, art 
and scholarship. We are pleased to provide a sampling of this work that 
illustrates this kind of breadth. We leave the specific introduction of 
these works to David Alvarez and Cliff Welch in their respective intro-
ductions within this volume. 
In addition to the essays and poems associated with the Conference 
on the Americas, we offer here the address to the campus community 
delivered by President Lubbers last September. While looking forward 
to retirement, President Lubbers inspires us with a call to richer vision 
and hard work. With the amount of activity we've seen from everyone 
so far this year, it appears his remarks have been taken to heart. Ron 
VanSteeland, our Vice President for Finance and Administration, is re-
tiring in March, and he offers us his reflections on thirty-five years with 
the university. His achievements have helped to create what only those 
with his special foresight could have ever imagined. 
Finally, readers should take special note of some poems written by 
Priscilla Atkins, who is the Arts Librarian at Hope College. These are 
beautiful poems and I am delighted that she has shared them with us. 
We owe a special thanks to David Alvarez for helping me to collect 
these works from the Fifth Conference on the Americas. And, as al-
ways, we are grateful to Professor Carol Kountz for her unwearying, 
nay, obsessive help with copy editing this journal. 
I look forward to reading submissions for the spring issue. You may 
send them directly to my office in 147 LSH. A call for new work, a 
description of upcoming journal themes, and deadlines may be found at 
www.gvsu.edu/ royerd/ gvreview. 
-Dan Royer 
Editor 
Cover: Matt Lewis is a photographer working for the Institute for International Cooperation 
and Development in Williamstown, Massachusetts. He presented and discussed a number of his 
photographs at the Fifth Conference on the Americas at Grand Valley State University. The 
photo on the cover was taken in the city of Salvador, Bahia in Brazil. The district in which it was 
taken is called Largo do Pelourinho, which is where they brought slaves to be whipped (slavery 
didn't officially end in Brazil until1888-many would say it has never ended). The photo was 
taken from the very spot where the whippings took place. 
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